
AHMEN	  Community	  Involvement	  Report	  
	  
This	  is	  the	  first	  in	  a	  series	  of	  articles	  about	  how	  AHMEN	  is	  involved	  in	  the	  
communities	  and	  villages	  where	  we	  interact	  in	  Honduras.	  	  	  
	  
AHMEN	  has	  had	  a	  presence	  for	  several	  years	  in	  the	  eastern	  parts	  of	  Honduras,	  in	  the	  
Department	  of	  Gracias	  a	  Dios.	  	  	  The	  first	  contact	  in	  Raista	  and	  the	  surrounding	  
villages	  was	  through	  AHMEN	  medical	  clinics.	  	  After	  a	  couple	  of	  years,	  community	  
involvement	  progressed	  to	  AHMEN	  Vision	  and	  eyeglass	  clinics.	  	  Most	  recently	  
AHMEN	  has	  been	  holding	  Community	  Agent	  training	  programs	  in	  this	  isolated	  area.	  	  
Participants	  come	  from	  several	  tiny	  villages	  and	  settlements	  on	  the	  coast	  and	  well	  
up	  the	  rivers	  into	  the	  rainforest.	  	  Improvement	  of	  water	  quality	  is	  now	  a	  priority.	  
	  

The	  central	  figure	  holding	  these	  villages	  
together	  in	  their	  quest	  to	  better	  their	  
communities	  is	  a	  Cruzadas	  circuit	  preacher	  
called	  Pastor	  Willington.	  	  Willington	  is	  an	  
energetic	  Miskito	  man	  who	  pastors	  thirteen	  
churches	  scattered	  across	  the	  area.	  	  He	  speaks	  
several	  the	  Indian	  languages	  of	  the	  area	  as	  well	  
as	  Spanish,	  but	  very	  little	  English.	  	  His	  work	  to	  
start	  and	  continue	  the	  AHMEN	  Community	  
Agent	  seminars	  in	  Raista	  is	  the	  reason	  for	  the	  
success	  of	  the	  program.	  	  	  
	  
Pastor	  Willington	  sends	  progress	  reports	  to	  
AHMEN	  in	  the	  US;	  in	  Spanish.	  	  For	  accurate	  
translation	  they	  are	  emailed	  to	  Dr.	  Emma	  
Butterfield,	  another	  AHMEN	  team	  physician,	  at	  
Oxford	  University	  in	  England.	  	  	  
	  
Below	  is	  the	  most	  recent	  message	  from	  
Willington.	  	  He	  asked	  some	  of	  the	  Agents	  about	  
how	  they	  were	  benefitted	  by	  the	  AHMEN	  
programs	  and	  what	  they	  saw	  to	  be	  the	  needs	  of	  
the	  community.	  	  Here	  are	  the	  replies.	  
	  
	  

Sra.	  Anny	  Harris	  Bloan,	  whose	  picture	  you	  saw	  on	  the	  Home	  Page	  	  said	  
	  
“In first place I would like to send you my warmest wishes in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and extend his blessing to all of your 
loved ones. 
 
Dr Tom, in our community there are many things which are lacking, in 

Figure	  1	  Pastor	  Willington	  



all spheres of life, but our top priority is to improve the health of our 
community. Why? Because in our community there are no latrines, 
and so people have to perform their necessities in the open air, and 
over time the faeces and germs spread into the areas where we take 
our water from (wells and rivers). We then use this water in the 
kitchen, to wash our clothes, to bathe our children. I'm a single 
mother with 3 children and I see the danger this presents to our 
children. 
 
It would also be good to have a local hospital, so that when the 
specialists arrive the people could attend this centre and receive the 
help that you offer. Also, it would be good if the water filters could be 
supplied to more families or more communities in La Moskitia. In 
addition, it would be good to have a community centre where we 
could give courses and talks. 
Anny “ 
 
The second report is from another 
Miskito woman named Marlene Flores 
from the tiny village of Nueva 
Jerusalem. Located on a narrow spit of 
land between a huge mangrove swamp 
and the Caribbean Sea.  
  
“Doctor, thank you so much for giving 
me the water filter from Water With 
Blessings. In my neighbourhood many 
children have benefited as a result. I 
would like to draw to your attention that 
many other people in my neighbourhood 
have admired the filter and have said 
they would like one themselves (edit: 
essentially he is saying, how can we 
make this happen? Doctor we eagerly 
await your arrival to see, above all, what 
class you have to teach and what 
knowledge you have to share with .May 
God bless you and your family. 
Marlene” 
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