
When You Finally Hear the Voice in your Ear 
 

 

During	  a	  phone	  conversation	  today	  with	  Tom	  Camp,	  I	  
mentioned	  that	  I’d	  appreciate	  it	  if	  his	  Sunday	  School	  Class	  
decided	  to	  support	  our	  son	  Brad	  in	  some	  small	  way.	  He	  said	  

that	  he	  thought	  that	  they	  would	  support	  a	  child	  but	  had	  no	  idea	  
that	  Brad	  needed	  support.	  Tom	  seemed	  quite	  surprised	  when	  I	  
told	  him	  that	  Brad	  wasn’t	  hired	  on	  at	  Legacy,	  he	  chose	  to	  quit	  
his	  job	  and	  joined	  Legacy	  as	  a	  volunteer.	  He	  is	  required	  to	  raise	  
all	  his	  money	  to	  support	  himself	  and	  his	  family.	  Tom’s	  mistake	  
was	  no	  surprise	  as	  Brad	  is	  so	  compassionate	  about	  the	  orphans	  
that	  he	  often	  forgets	  himself.	  To	  combat	  this	  misperception	  I	  

have	  been	  sending	  the	  following…..	  	  Guffey	  	  (Feb	  10,	  2015)	  
 
Over the past several weeks I have been privileged to watch my son, Brad present 
in both formal and informal settings, his vision for his ministry in Zambia. As you 
may have noted, Brad is very good at pleading the case for others but is unable to 
ask for help for himself and his family. I would like to offer the following 
history/observations on his behalf: 

This past fall, Brad resigned his tenure track position with UAB School of 
Medicine and elected to step out in faith to become a full time medical missionary. 
In doing so he gave up not only his salary but his health and retirement benefits 
and group insurance as well. Joining with Family Legacy, Brad has committed to 



work as a volunteer as the Director of the River of Life Medical Center. His 
journey to this point spans considerable time and distance. 

Unable to attend Auburn city schools and unwilling to go to segregation motivated 
private schools, Brad commuted 52 miles each way from our home in Chambers 
County, AL, to Columbus, GA, to attend Brookstone School for grades 9 - 12. In 
addition to performing well in his classes, Brad played varsity football and soccer. 
Upon graduation from Brookstone, Brad enrolled at Auburn University as a 
Hughes Scholar where he worked at the Scott-Ritchey Research Center at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine. In his freshman year, Brad met and fell in love 
with Christie Herndon, our future daughter-in-law.  She was a year ahead of him 
and her father stated emphatically that they could not marry until both had 
graduated from college. So Brad took substantial overloads so that he could 
complete his degree in three years and graduate with Christie.  
 

In the summers Brad worked at the Auburn University Agriculture Experiment 
Station in Camp Hill, AL and as a porter in the psych ward at East Alabama 
Medical Center in Opelika, AL. In his spare time he shadowed an Internal 
Medicine doc, Dr. Jimmy Mathews, on his rounds at the hospital. And somewhere 
in all of this, he managed to go on three separate international mission trips – one 
to Brazil, one to Venezuela, and one to Kenya. At the end of the three years Brad 
was able to become the first ever graduate of an interdisciplinary program in 
molecular biology. He graduated with high honors (Magna Cum Laude – he 
missed Summa by ½ of a cumulative grade point).  And, of course, he and Christie 
were married the day after graduation. Within a couple of months, Brad entered 
medical school at UAB and Christie enrolled in PT school.   

During med school Brad worked in a research lab specializing in infectious 
disease. While there he created and patented a cancer eating virus and co-authored 
several scientific papers.   He completed med school and became board certified in 
Internal Medicine, in Pediatrics, in Infectious Disease/Internal Medicine, and in 
Infectious Disease/Pediatrics. As an ID specialist in both Internal Medicine and 
Pediatrics with bench skills dating back to his Scott-Richey days and extensive 
training in both lab and field research, Brad was immediately hired on the faculty 
at the UAB College of Medicine and sent to the Center for Infectious Disease 
Research in Zambia to conduct research on HIV/Aids and other devastating 
diseases. During this time with CIDRZ Brad worked with the CDC in Atlanta and 
collaborated with major philanthropic organizations like the Gates Foundation. All 
of the foregoing is what Brad is referring to when he speaks of the period of 



training and maturing that God led him through to get to where he is today - At the 
River of Life Medical Center.    

We are extremely proud of Brad (as we are his sister – but that is a story for 
another time). It is obvious that God has worked miracles in his life, but less 
obvious is how God has used our son to transform our lives. Amidst the 70 hour 
work weeks during his residency in Med School, Brad began to lead medical 
brigades along the northern coast of Honduras to serve a unique people group 
called the Garifuna. Mary was looking for some means of missions outreach and 
asked her son if she could tag along on one of these trips. His answer was quick 
and simple – Yes, if she could learn to do something to support the medical effort. 

 

 So we began our own journey into international missions. We first trained with 
Dr. Ian Burger from Houston, TX. Then we partnered with Kendall Optometry 
Ministry in Louisville, KY.  Along the way we trained as Individual Missionaries 
with the United Methodist Global Missions Board. Now after serving with twenty 
plus eye-care teams with the Alabama Honduras Medical Educational Network 
(AHMEN) Mary is back in school working on a certificate in Missions in the 
Church of the Highlands college program.  We have been greatly blessed. 

Brad covets your prayers, and if God prompts you to offer financial support, the 
link below can be used to send your donations. If you have problems with it or 
would prefer to write and send a check, just send it to: 

Family Legacy Missions International  
5005 West Royal Lane, Suite 252  
Irving, TX 75063 

Just be sure to make the check to Family Legacy Missions International and 
designate in the memo line “for Brad Guffey” 

To make an electronic one time or scheduled donation to support Brad and his 
family go to 

http://web.familylegacy.com/donate/bradguffey 

 

Thanks,  

guf    


