
At the Southeast Christian 
Church in Louisville, KY    
(http://www.southeastchris
tian.org/), missions ministry 
has always been an 
important aspect of the 
church’s efforts to connect 
people to Jesus and to 
connect people to one 
another.  A mega church 
with multiple services and 
multiple campuses, Southeast has for the past eighteen years hosted the 
premiere international meeting for those involved in faith based health care 
missions, the Global Missions Health Conference 
(https://www.medicalmissions.com/conferences/gmhc-2015).  

For several years Mary and I attended the conference, but have fallen behind 
over the last couple of years. It was our son Brad and his wife Christie who first 
introduced us to the GMHC but since they have been living/working in Zambia for 
the past 6 years, neither has been able to attend the conference. This year, Brad 
was stateside for a couple of weeks participating in the “Next Fifty Years” 
fundraising events for Family Legacy Missions International 
(http://familylegacy.com/).  While in-country, Brad attended this year’s GMHC, 
and I tagged along. 

The GMHC is phenomenal. Every year, the sheer size of the facility, the depth of 
programs, the quality of presentations, and the inspiration of the corporate 
worship simply overwhelms me. Attendees and sessions are fairly well divided 
between purely medical missionaries and evangelistic missioners. The simple 
summary statistics are: two and a half days, four plenary sessions (to include 
contemporary worship), seventy plus breakout sessions, over 150 vendors, and 
several thousand attendees. But the educational/emotional benefits far outweigh 
the numbers. It is so inspiring just to be in the presence of so many who have 



dedicated their lives to help the 
very least of God’s people. When I 
say  “dedicated their lives” I mean 
far more than simply contributing 
time. Since the current Ebola 
crisis was only a couple of months 
old, it was a featured topic 
”https://www.medicalmissions.com/
conferences/gmhc-2014/ebola”. I 
was amazed to listen to Kent Bradley and his wife who two years ago were at the 
GMHC seeking a posting with Samaritan's Purse’s World Medical Mission. And 
then in Kent’s words “God called us, we listened, and we took small steps toward 
obedience. Then when tragedy struck, we knew God would be faithful and use it 
for His glory”. Kent is the young doctor who contracted Ebola in West Africa, was 

flown to Emory and survived. 

Every year there are temporal issues 
that seem to dominate the GMHC. 
Integrating evangelism into medical 
missions is always at or very near the top 
of the list of “hot topics”.  To name just 
a few, I enjoyed David Stevens’ talk on 
“Playing God and other Ethical Issues in 
Medical Missions;” Michael Smith’s 
presentation of  “Healthcare Missions 
and the Kingdom of God;” and Donald 
Thompson’s session on “How Short-
termers Can Make a Long-term Impact.”  
Of course the medical types were off 
with Bruce Steffes and “Abdominal 
Surgery in Africa;”  Russel White and 
“Cardiac Surgery in Rural Africa;” or 



Stephen Merry and “Cost Effective Medical Care in Resource-Limited Settings”.  
The truth is that GMHC always has something for anyone interested in missionary 
work both internationally and domestically.   

Several of the sessions focused on the difficulties of providing even the most 
fundamental humanitarian aid “behind closed doors” (countries/societies that 
prohibit Christian, or even western contact). Another very contemporary (that 
sounds better than “HOT”) issue for this year was Human Trafficking. The 
Director of the Bastian Center for the Study of Human Trafficking spoke on a 
couple of occasions regarding her research into the sources, demands and 
escalations associated with this problem. I had never thought about the 
ramifications of trafficking, certainly as to how our military and national sporting 
events play into the problem. Most sobering, of course is how trends indicate that 
it is already affecting mission teams, our insurance programs, and how even short 
term mission teams need to become proactive in crisis management.  

In addition to all the wonderful people you meet and information that you acquire, 
there are numerous additional benefits with associating with the GMHC. The 
conference is a virtual clearing house to connect persons seeking to serve and 
organizations with needs for specifically trained/motivated individuals. After 
years of complaining about not having access to optometry specialists for our 
AMEN missions, I now have access to a dozen or so potential volunteers from all 
over the country, many professing a specific desire to go to Honduras. A trip 
through the two floors of exhibitors always connects you with the most advanced 
means of everything from fitting eyewear in the field to clean water systems to 
field surgical systems. I enjoy visiting with our friends at Kendall Optometry 
Ministries and Loma de Luz Hospital, among others. A new feature that I have 
particularly enjoyed is the “stories” section of my GMHC Community. Participants 
are encouraged to publish descriptive articles that reflect the work they do 
abroad. My favorite, of course, is Brad’s description of a recent encounter that he 
had with a young girl named Paulina. It’s an excellent read for those who enjoy 
true stories about desperation, witchcraft and God’s miraculous grace. If you are 
interested go to 



https://www.medicalmissions.com/community/stories/details/2212 . As many of 
you know Brad was responsible for 
introducing his mother to AHMEN and 
many AHMENers might recall his early 
trips to Ciraboya and to Tocamacho.  He 
is now the Medical Director for the 
River of Life Medical Center in Lusaka, 
Zambia http://familylegacy.com/our-
ministries/tree-of-life-childrens-
village/clinic/. And please forgive me 
for suggesting, but should you wish at 
any time to support his ministry, go to 
http://web.familylegacy.com/donate/bra
dguffey .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  


