
Dear Friend, 
 
AHMEN has been involved in the support of Shalom for more than a dozen years.  
Many young girls from across Honduras have found shelter within the Cruzadas 
mission compound in La Ceiba.   Most of the girls were rescued from lives of abuse 
or from the danger of kidnapping and descent into the dark network of human 
trafficking.  Some of the girls needed protection for just a short time, but sometimes 
their stay needed to be much longer.  So it continues today.  Shalom is a secure and 
loving home for “at risk” girls and young ladies.   
 
AHMEN members have actively sponsored girls at Shalom with their financial 
commitments to fund a girl.  Most of the girls come to Shalom in their early teens.  In 
the safety of Shalom, they are allowed to grow and mature in a protected Christian 
environment.    They attend school and for their first time they are encouraged to 
pursue their dreams.  Instead of completing just the minimum government required 
education, a Shalom girl can now take advantage of higher education options.  But, 
higher education costs money, even in Honduras.   
 
Even what we would call “free” public education in the US is not free.  Your taxes pay 
the cost.  In Honduras because the tax system is inefficient and ineffective, there is a 
charge for even the most basic education.  As the level of education increases, so 
does the cost.  By the time a student reaches the university level, tuition and 
associated fees become almost prohibitive.  The cost of education turns out to be the 
major expense for a young lady to be at Shalom.  It is these costs that limit not only 
the number of girls at Shalom but also governs their potential and restricts their 
future.   
 
The cost of feeding and housing a girl at Shalom does not change much with her age.  
Education costs increase and even accelerate as they get older.   We need to be able 
to dependably and predictably help fund these costs.   A Shalom girl’s sponsor is met 
by increasing expenses that can soon surpass their commitment or their ability to 
assist.  Cruzadas may not be able to fund these costs either.  Sadly, the result is 
inevitably a smashed dream.  This is despite the close relationship that always 
grows between the sponsor and their Honduran “daughter”.   
 
The solution is a fund to assist with the educational expenses of Shalom girls.  This 
fund would be used for only one purpose: education.  Contributions would be 
entirely voluntary and in the amount of the donor’s choosing.  The fund would be 
kept under AHMEN’s oversight.  A committee would be nominated to oversee usage 
of the funds on hand and decide how best to distribute available funds.  
 
Funding for this account would be open to all and have the same tax benefit as any 
contribution to AHMEN, a 501(c)(3) IRS certified NGO.  Monthly, one-time, 
bequeaths, or donations of any amount at any time would be welcomed.   Small 
donations are especially needed.   Enough $5 or $10 monthly donations would 
quickly accumulate to a fund that would become a nest egg and endowment that can 



make dreams come true.   A few dollars monthly can make a difference in the future 
of a young woman, and, in the long run, the future of Honduras.  A more generous 
monthly commitment will serve to quickly create an endowment that will serve 
Shalom girls well into the future.  
 
 This is the perfect opportunity for a family, Sunday School Class, individual, or 
business, to make an investment in the future of a youngster and Honduras.   We 
currently have a nucleus of generous donors that realize the importance of this 
campaign. Please make the commitment to join us. 
 
Please contact us at BCMCF@BHAM.RR.COM or by cell phone at 205-790-0600 
 
Thank you for your attention and hopefully your generous contribution. 
 
Yours in Service, 
 
 
Nath “Tom” Camp               Bruce C. McFadden 
AHMEN General Coordinator    AHMEN Board of Directors 
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